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vessel that has a valid commercial ves-
sel permit for Gulf reef fish.

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 79
FR 19494, Apr. 9, 2014]

§622.41 Annual catch limits (ACLs),
annual catch targets (ACTs), and
accountability measures (AMs).

(a) Greater amberjack—(1) Commercial
sector. (i) If commercial landings, as es-
timated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the annual catch target
(ACT) specified in
§622.39(a)(1)(v)(commercial quota), the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NOAA, (AA) will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register
to close the commercial sector for the
remainder of the fishing year.

(ii) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this sec-
tion, if commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the commer-
cial ACL, as specified in (a)(1)(iii) of
this section, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, at or near the beginning of the
following fishing year to reduce the
commercial ACT (commercial quota)
and the commercial ACL for that fol-
lowing year by the amount of any com-
mercial ACL overage in the prior fish-
ing year.

(iii) The commercial ACL for greater
amberjack is 481,000 1b (218,178 kg),
round weight.

(2) Recreational sector. (i) If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the
SRD, reach or are projected to reach
the ACT specified in §622.39(a)(2)(ii)
(recreational quota), the AA will file a
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the recreational
sector for the remainder of the fishing
year.

(ii) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (a)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion, if recreational landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL, as specified in para-
graph (a)(2)(iii) of this section, the AA
will file a notification with the Office
of the Federal Register, at or near the
beginning of the following fishing year
to reduce the recreational ACT (rec-
reational quota) and the recreational
ACL for that following year by the
amount of any recreational overage in
the prior fishing year.
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(iii) The recreational ACL for greater
amberjack is 1,299,000 1b (589,216 kg),
round weight.

(b) Gray triggerfish—(1) Commercial
sector. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the commercial ACT
(commercial quota) specified in
§622.39(a)(1)(vi), the AA will file a noti-
fication with the Office of the Federal
Register to close the commercial sec-
tor for the remainder of the fishing
year. In addition, if despite such clo-
sure, commercial landings exceed the
commercial ACL, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, at or near the beginning
of the following fishing year to reduce
the commercial ACL and ACT (com-
mercial quota) for that following year
by the amount the prior-year ACL was
exceeded. The commercial ACL is 64,100
1b (29,075 kg), round weight.

(2) Recreational sector. (i) Without re-
gard to overfished status, if gray
triggerfish recreational landings, as es-
timated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the applicable ACT
specified in paragraph (b)(2)(iii) of this
section, the AA will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register,
to close the recreational sector for the
remainder of the fishing year. On and
after the effective date of such a notifi-
cation, the bag and possession limit of
gray triggerfish in or from the Gulf
EEZ is zero. This bag and possession
limit applies in the Gulf on board a
vessel for which a valid Federal charter
vessel/headboat permit for Gulf reef
fish has been issued, without regard to
where such species were harvested, i.e.
in state or Federal waters.

(ii) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraphs (b)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion, if gray triggerfish recreational
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the applicable ACL specified in
paragraph (b)(2)(iii) of this section, and
gray triggerfish are overfished, based
on the most recent Status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will
file a notification with the Office of the
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the ACL and the ACT for that fol-
lowing year by the amount of the ACL
overage in the prior fishing year, un-
less the best scientific information
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available determines that a greater,
lesser, or no overage adjustment is nec-
essary.

(iii) The recreational ACL for gray
triggerfish is 241,200 1b (109,406 Kkg),
round weight. The recreational ACT for
gray triggerfish is 217,100 1b (98,475 kg),
round weight. Recreational landings
will be evaluated relative to the ACL
based on a moving multi-year average
of landings, as described in the FMP.

(c) Other shallow-water grouper (Other
SWG@G) combined (including black grouper,
scamp, yellowfin grouper, and
yellowmouth grouper)—(1) Commercial
sector. The IFQ program for groupers
and tilefishes in the Gulf of Mexico
serves as the accountability measure
for commercial Other SWG. The com-
mercial ACL for Other SWG is equal to
the applicable quota specified in
§622.39(a)(1)(iii)(A).

(2) Recreational sector. If the sum of
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds
the stock complex ACL specified in
paragraph (c)(3) of this section, then
during the following fishing year, if the
sum of the commercial and rec-
reational landings reaches or is pro-
jected to reach the applicable ACL
specified in paragraph (c)(3) of this sec-
tion, the AA will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register
to close the recreational sector for the
remainder of that fishing year.

(3) The stock complex ACLs for Other
SWG, in gutted weight, are 688,000 1b
(312,072 kg) for 2012, 700,000 1b (317,515
kg) for 2013, 707,000 1b (320,690 kg) for
2014, and 710,000 1b (322,051 kg) for 2015
and subsequent years.

(d) Gag—(1) Commercial sector. The
IFQ program for groupers and tilefishes
in the Gulf of Mexico serves as the ac-
countability measure for commercial
gag. The applicable commercial ACLs
for gag, in gutted weight, are 0.788 mil-
lion 1b (0.357 million kg) for 2012, 0.956
million 1b (0.434 million kg) for 2013,
1.100 million 1b (0.499 million kg) for
2014, and 1.217 million 1b (0.552 million
kg) for 2015 and subsequent fishing
years.

(2) Recreational sector. (i) Without re-
gard to overfished status, if gag rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the
SRD, reach or are projected to reach
the applicable ACLs specified in para-
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graph (d)(2)(iv) of this section, the AA
will file a notification with the Office
of the Federal Register, to close the
recreational sector for the remainder
of the fishing year. On and after the ef-
fective date of such a notification, the
bag and possession limit of gag in or
from the Gulf EEZ is zero. This bag and
possession limit applies in the Gulf on
board a vessel for which a valid Federal
charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf
reef fish has been issued, without re-
gard to where such species were har-
vested, i.e. in state or Federal waters.

(ii) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, and in addition to the measures
specified in paragraph (d)(2)(i) of this
section, if gag recreational landings, as
estimated by the SRD, exceed the ap-
plicable ACLs specified in paragraph
(d)(2)(iv) of this section, the AA will
file a notification with the Office of the
Federal Register to maintain the gag
ACT, specified in paragraph (d)(2)(iv) of
this section, for that following fishing
year at the level of the prior year’s
ACT, unless the best scientific infor-
mation available determines that
maintaining the prior year’s ACT is
unnecessary. In addition, the notifica-
tion will reduce the length of the rec-
reational gag fishing season the fol-
lowing fishing year by the amount nec-
essary to ensure gag recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational
ACT in the following fishing year.

(iii) If gag are overfished, based on
the most recent status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, and gag rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the
SRD, exceed the applicable ACL speci-
fied in paragraph (d)(2)(iv) of this sec-
tion, the following measures will apply.
In addition to the measures specified in
paragraphs (d)(2)(i) and (ii) of this sec-
tion, the AA will file a notification
with the Office of the Federal Register,
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year to reduce the ACL
for that following year by the amount
of the ACL overage in the prior fishing
year, and reduce the ACT, as deter-
mined in paragraph (d)(2)(ii) of this
section, by the amount of the ACL
overage in the prior fishing year, un-
less the best scientific information
available determines that a greater,
lesser, or no overage adjustment is nec-
essary.
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(iv) The applicable recreational ACLs
for gag, in gutted weight, are 1.232 mil-
lion 1b (0.559 million kg) for 2012, 1.495
million 1b (0.678 million kg) for 2013,
1.720 million 1b (0.780 million kg) for
2014, and 1.903 million 1b (0.863 million
kg) for 2015 and subsequent fishing
years. The recreational ACTs for gag,
in gutted weight, are 1.031 million 1b
(0.468 million kg) for 2012, 1.287 million
1b (0.584 million kg) for 2013, 1.519 mil-
lion 1b (0.689 million kg) for 2014, and
1.708 million 1b (0.775 million kg) for
2015 and subsequent fishing years.

(e) Red grouper—(1) Commercial sector.
The IFQ program for groupers and
tilefishes in the Gulf of Mexico serves
as the accountability measure for com-
mercial red grouper. The applicable
commercial ACL for red grouper, in
gutted weight, for 2012 and subsequent
fishing years is 6.03 million 1b (2.735
million kg).

(2) Recreational sector. (i) Without re-
gard to overfished status, if red group-
er recreational landings, as estimated
by the SRD, reach or are projected to
reach the applicable ACL specified in
paragraph (e)(2)(iv) of this section, the
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register, to close
the recreational sector for the remain-
der of the fishing year. On and after
the effective date of such a notifica-
tion, the bag and possession limit of
red grouper in or from the Gulf EEZ is
zero. This bag and possession limit ap-
plies in the Gulf on board a vessel for
which a valid Federal charter vessel/
headboat permit for Gulf reef fish has
been issued, without regard to where
such species were harvested, i.e. in
state or Federal waters.

(i1) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, and in addition to the measures
specified in paragraph (e)(2)(i) of this
section, if red grouper recreational
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the applicable ACL specified in
paragraph (e)(2)(iv) of this section, the
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to main-
tain the red grouper ACT, specified in
paragraph (e)(2)(iv) of this section, for
that following fishing year at the level
of the prior year’s ACT, unless the best
scientific information available deter-
mines that maintaining the prior
year’s ACT is unnecessary. In addition,
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the notification will reduce the bag
limit by one fish and reduce the length
of the recreational red grouper fishing
season the following fishing year by
the amount necessary to ensure red
grouper recreational landings do not
exceed the recreational ACT in the fol-
lowing fishing year. The minimum red
grouper bag limit for 2014 and subse-
quent fishing years is two fish.

(iii) If red grouper are overfished,
based on the most recent Status of U.S.
Fisheries Report to Congress, and red
grouper recreational landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the applica-
ble ACL specified in paragraph
(e)(2)(iv) of this section, the following
measures will apply. In addition to the
measures specified in paragraphs
(e)(2)(i) and (ii) of this section, the AA
will file a notification with the Office
of the Federal Register, at or near the
beginning of the following fishing year
to reduce the ACL for that following
year by the amount of the ACL overage
in the prior fishing year, and reduce
the ACT, as determined in paragraph
(e)(2)(ii) of this section, by the amount
of the ACL overage in the prior fishing
year, unless the best scientific infor-
mation available determines that a
greater, lesser, or no overage adjust-
ment is necessary.

(iv) The recreational ACL for red
grouper, in gutted weight, is 1.90 mil-
lion 1b (0.862 million kg) for 2012 and
subsequent fishing years. The rec-
reational ACT for red grouper, in gut-
ted weight, is 1.730 million 1b (0.785 mil-
lion kg) for 2012 and subsequent fishing
years.

(f) Deep-water grouper (DWG) combined
(including yellowedge grouper, warsaw
grouper, snowy grouper, and speckled
hind)— (1) Commercial sector. The IFQ
program for groupers and tilefishes in
the Gulf of Mexico serves as the ac-
countability measure for commercial
DWG. The commercial ACL for DWG is
equal to the applicable quota specified
in §622.39(a)(1)(ii).

(2) Recreational sector. If the sum of
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds
the stock complex ACL specified in
paragraph (f)(3) of this section, then
during the following fishing year, if the
sum of commercial and recreational
landings reaches or is projected to
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reach the applicable ACL specified in
paragraph (f)(3) of this section, the AA
will file a notification with the Office
of the Federal Register to close the
recreational sector for the remainder
of that fishing year.

(3) The stock complex ACLs for DWG,
in gutted weight, are 1.216 million 1b
(0.552 million kg) for 2012, 1.207 million
1b (0.547 million kg) for 2013, 1.198 mil-
lion 1b (0.543 million kg) for 2014, 1.189
million 1b (0.539 million kg) for 2015,
and 1.105 million 1b (0.501 million kg)
for 2016 and subsequent years.

(g) Tilefishes combined (including
goldface tilefish, blueline tilefish, and
tilefish)—(1) Commercial sector. The IFQ
program for groupers and tilefishes in
the Gulf of Mexico serves as the ac-
countability measure for commercial
tilefishes. The commercial ACL for
tilefishes is equal to the applicable
quota specified in §622.39(a)(1)(iv).

(2) Recreational sector. If the sum of
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds
the stock complex ACL specified in
paragraph (g)(3) of this section, then
during the following fishing year, if the
sum of commercial and recreational
landings reaches or is projected to
reach the applicable ACL specified in
paragraph (g)(3) of this section, the AA
will file a notification with the Office
of the Federal Register to close the
recreational sector for the remainder
of that fishing year.

(3) The stock complex ACL for
tilefishes is 608,000 1b (275,784 kg), gut-
ted weight.

(h) Lesser amberjack, almaco jack, and
banded rudderfish, combined. If the sum
of the commercial and recreational
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceeds the stock complex ACL, then
during the following fishing year, if the
sum of commercial and recreational
landings reaches or is projected to
reach the stock complex ACL, the AA
will file a notification with the Office
of the Federal Register to close the
commercial and recreational sectors
for the remainder of that fishing year.
The stock complex ACL for Ilesser
amberjack, almaco jack, and banded

rudderfish, is 312,000 1b (141,521 kg),
round weight.
(i) Silk snapper, queen snapper,

blackfin snapper, and wenchman, com-
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bined. If the sum of the commercial and
recreational landings, as estimated by
the SRD, exceeds the stock complex
ACL, then during the following fishing
year, if the sum of commercial and rec-
reational landings reaches or is pro-
jected to reach the stock complex ACL,
the AA will file a notification with the
Office of the Federal Register to close
the commercial and recreational sec-
tors for the remainder of that fishing
year. The stock complex ACL for silk
snapper, queen snapper, blackfin snap-
per, and wenchman, is 166,000 1b (75,296
kg), round weight.

(j) Vermilion snapper. If the sum of
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, reaches
or is projected to reach the stock ACL,
the AA will file a notification with the
Office of the Federal Register to close
the commercial and recreational sec-
tors for the remainder of the fishing
year. The stock ACL for vermilion
snapper is 3.42 million 1b (1.55 million
kg), round weight.

(k) Lane snapper. If the sum of the
commercial and recreational landings,
as estimated by the SRD, exceeds the
stock ACL, then during the following
fishing year, if the sum of commercial
and recreational landings reaches or is
projected to reach the stock ACL, the
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the
commercial and recreational sectors
for the remainder of that fishing year.
The stock ACL for lane snapper is
301,000 1b (136,531 kg), round weight.

(1) Gray snapper. If the sum of the
commercial and recreational landings,
as estimated by the SRD, exceeds the
stock ACL, then during the following
fishing year, if the sum of commercial
and recreational landings reaches or is
projected to reach the stock ACL, the
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the
commercial and recreational sectors
for the remainder of that fishing year.
The stock ACL for gray snapper is 2.42
million 1b (1.10 million kg), round
weight.

(m) Cubera snapper. If the sum of the
commercial and recreational landings,
as estimated by the SRD, exceeds the
stock ACL, then during the following
fishing year, if the sum of commercial
and recreational landings reaches or is
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projected to reach the stock ACL, the
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the
commercial and recreational sectors
for the remainder of that fishing year.
The stock ACL for cubera snapper is
5,065 1b (2,297 kg), round weight.

(n) Yellowtail snapper. If the sum of
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds
the stock ACL, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, if the sum of com-
mercial and recreational landings
reaches or is projected to reach the
stock ACL, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the commercial and rec-
reational sectors for the remainder of
that fishing year. The stock ACL for
yellowtail snapper is 901,125 1b (408,743
kg), round weight.

(0) Mutton snapper. If the sum of the
commercial and recreational landings,
as estimated by the SRD, exceeds the
stock ACL, then during the following
fishing year, if the sum of commercial
and recreational landings reaches or is
projected to reach the stock ACL, the
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the
commercial and recreational sectors
for the remainder of that fishing year.
The stock ACL for mutton snapper is
203,000 1b (92,079 kg), round weight.

(p) Hogfish. If the sum of the commer-
cial and recreational landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceeds the stock
ACL, then during the following fishing
year, if the sum of commercial and rec-
reational landings reaches or is pro-
jected to reach the stock ACL, the AA
will file a notification with the Office
of the Federal Register to close the
commercial and recreational sectors
for the remainder of that fishing year.
The stock ACL for hogfish is 208,000 1b
(94,347 kg), round weight.

(a) Red snapper—(1) Commercial sector.
[Reserved]

(2) Recreational sector. (i) The AA will
determine the length of the red snapper
recreational fishing season based on
when recreational landings are pro-
jected to reach the recreational ACT
specified in paragraph (q)(2)(ii) of this
section, and announce the closure date
in the FEDERAL REGISTER. This will
serve as an in-season accountability
measure. On and after the effective
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date of the recreational closure notifi-
cation, the bag and possession limit for
red snapper are zero.

(ii) The recreational ACT for red
snapper is 4.312 million 1b (1.956 million
kg), round weight.

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78
FR 40044, July 3, 2013; 78 FR 46822, Aug. 2,
2013; 79 FR 27768, May 15, 2014]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 79 FR 27771, May
15, 2014, §622.41 was amended by adding para-
graph (q), effective May 15, 2014 through Nov.
11, 2014.

§622.42 Adjustment of management
measures.

In accordance with the framework
procedures of the FMP for the Reef
Fish Resources of the Gulf of Mexico,
the RA may establish or modify the
items specified in paragraph (a) of this
section for Gulf reef fish.

(a) For a species or species group: Re-
porting and monitoring requirements,
permitting requirements, bag and pos-
session limits (including a bag limit of
zero), size limits, vessel trip limits,
closed seasons or areas and reopenings,
annual catch limits (ACLs), annual
catch targets (ACTs), quotas (including
a quota of zero), accountability meas-
ures (AMs), MSY (or proxy), OY, man-
agement parameters such as overfished
and overfishing definitions, gear re-
strictions (ranging from regulation to
complete prohibition), gear markings
and identification, vessel markings and
identification, allowable biological
catch (ABC) and ABC control rules, re-
building plans, and restrictions rel-
ative to conditions of harvested fish
(maintaining fish in whole condition,
use as bait).

(b) [Reserved]

§622.43 Commercial trip limits.

Commercial trip limits are limits on
the amount of the applicable species
that may be possessed on board or
landed, purchased, or sold from a vessel
per day. A person who fishes in the
EEZ may not combine a trip limit
specified in this section with any trip
or possession limit applicable to state
waters. A species subject to a trip limit
specified in this section taken in the
EEZ may not be transferred at sea, re-
gardless of where such transfer takes
place, and such species may not be
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